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the F line of the spectrum, evidence that the atmo-
sphere of Venus is constituted very similarly to the
air we breathe.

On the whole, the evidence we have points very
strongly to Venus as the abode of living creatureg not
unlike the inhabitants of earth. With the sole excep-
tion of the inclination, which has been, without sufficient
evidence, assigned to the planet's equator, I can see
nothing which can reasonably be held to point to
an opposite conclusion. Certainly the strong light
which the sun pours upon Venus need least of all be
objected to, since, if there is one adaptative power which
Nature exhibits more clearly than another, it is that
by which the various creatures we are acquainted with
are enabled ftto live in comfort under all degrees of ^
light, from the obscurity in which the mole pursues his
subterranean researches, to the blazing light of the
noonday sun towards which (in fable, if not in fact) the
eagle turns his unshrinking eyes.

^There is one peculiarity which yet remains to be
noticed. Many are disposed to find, in the beauty of
the celestial objects which deck the skies of different
planets, a certain proof that reasoning beings must
exist who can appreciate the display. Surely the
argument h#s very little force, since we know that
myriads on myriads of ages must have passed, during
which the glories of our own heavens were displayed,
night after night, with none to regard them. oThe
moon has passed through all her pha^s, the'star of
morning and of eve has shed its soft radiance upon the
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